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INTRODUCTION 


HAVING transited into Urdu .i,e (no well-known works of Sa'di. ,nt Dm an of Hafiz loo 
wvtral other Persian prose work, and hav.ng received encouragement from my leaders. 1 have embayed 
on a la.k more ddlicdt to ivu,;npii>n translating the „/> u i ,f Mauiam. Jala, ai-Dm Rum: My long 
and sustained effort* are beg,i;,.i;.t to >:,IJ result w.rh tins volume wh.ch gives the test of the first 
Book of the Mainnum dong with Urdu translation 

Translating the Hoihnaii is difficult :mt-aly because of its volume—there being about 26,000 
couplets—but also because of the subtlety of thought involved No doubt Urdu iranv'anons of the 
Mathn<h\i, both in prose and verse, csiss, bid they furol, i„mi the a.m 1 have ir. v*» : ,j preset,: the 
thoughts of Rumi ir. a simple, direct, ii,v,u style in the nioJcrn idiom, w.ihoai resort to long explana¬ 
tions and annoUlons. It I nave succeeded m my aim in the presem volume. I shall try to publ.sh the 
remaining volumes in due course. 


A work that has inspired generation a-ter genera. >on and cast deep and wide influence for seven 
hundred years, the U&hiMuri stands Indus »> ore of me most outstanding products of Musl.m mystical 
though: Dictated by Maulana Jaial al-Otn Rum . who was born ir, FUlkl, in 6W 1207. during the last 
devadc of his life to Hut pupil husam ai-;)ir, Has, n, the Mo-.hna an encycolpard.a of metaphysics, 
besides be.ng a great riiyni-ai and d.doctu. poem Mar.sphyvv-I questions have bee- beautifully answered, 
otien at great length, in the form ol Hones and parable. Coming at the end of Rurr./s life id. 672/1273) 
it enshrines the wisdom gamed by h;m during more than half a century of study and esoteric experience' 

Rum-v lather. Bait- a.-Dm WaiuJ. Bing a rr.u-, oi learning and a s «f. himseif. Rum.** first 
acquaintance with ..*/»«, mus- have come from n.s father 1 he flight of the family from balks, because 
of the threa; of the Mongol,an mvas.on, to 0-r.ya ,n Turkey by way of important Islamic centres 
provided Rumi the opportunity of studying other streams of mystical thought. After the death of his 
father ,n 628 1230. he became a d.sviple of Hurhan ai Dm Muhaqq.q T.rm.dhi whopa^ihe way for 

Ruim s transformation which took place or. h.s meet.ng the great mystic Shams al-Dm Tabriz, in 
642.1244 It was bh.ims al-Dtn fabnz, who disciosid to h.s newest and most pro m , s , n g disciple the 
mysteries ol divine love which is the stepping stone and a recurr.ng theme or the Maihnawt 

The Malawi smgs not only of love which ,s the essence of creation but deals with a great many 
questions that we have often asked m our lonelme,,-questions about our identity our free w,ll our 
place m the world, and the nature of the world itself People ,n the aeons to come, as m the aeon,'past 
w, continue to ask these questions, and as long as these quevt.ons are asked a book Live the MaiiZwi 
wall continue ,o be a vade-mecum The Wothrwwf has been ,« for so man, decades m Muslim couwrie, 
where Persian i* understood, and promises to continue to enhghten many more people who. mspite of 
,he so-ca led knowledge explosion, are s.,11 far from any clearer understanding of the metaphysical prtw 
blcms I say so-called knowledge explosion'. because real knowledge according to Mam consists in 
understanding the vterna truths. And s.oce these eternal truths are sought by men everywhere the 
.Wm/muiu has a universal appeal, to which it, numerous translates in Engbsh ar.d other language, 


I hope the ;>resent volume wni serve u, kindle interest in Rum,'s teachings 
help N-tlet understanding of the problems man has peremally faced. If does 
ll'4 haw been wasted 


m a wider circle and 
that, my ertom will 
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